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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT ON SELF-DETERMINATION 

1 . IN VIEW OF CURRENT CONTRETEMPS ABOUT SELF-DETERMIRETION FOR 
WESTERN SAHARA, I.E. RECENT STATEMENT BY UN SYG, SPANISH POSITION 
THAT EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF JSBAA DID NOT FULFILL TRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT CLAUSE ON SELF-DETERMINATION, AND POLISARIO DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENT COUNTRY, WE CALL ATTENTION TO COMMENTS 

ON SELF-DETERMINATION BY PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH IN EXCLUSIVE FEBRUARY 
14 INTERVIEW WITH ANSA OF ROH. THIS LATEST AND MOST AUTHORITATIVE 
STATEMENT ON SELF-DETERMINATION FOR SAHARA REPEATS CLAIM THAT GIRMOMH 
AS NEVER FEARED FREE AND HONEST REFERENDUM IN THE REGION. 

2. ACCORDING TO FBIS ACCGUNUOF INTERVIEW, OULD DADDAH SAID 
QUOTE THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE FORMERLY SPANISH- ADMINISTERED 
WEST SAHARA TERRITORY WOULD OPT FOR MAURITANIAN CITIZENSHIP IF 
GIVEN ITS CHOICE. HE EXPRESSED HIS DEEP CONVICTION' THAT 

A REFERENDUM ON SELF-DETERMINATION WOULD RESULT IN THE WEST 
SAHARAN POPULATION'S ’RETURN' TO ITS MAURITANIAN 'MOTHER COUNTRY'. 

HE ASSERTED 'WE HAVE NEVER FEARED A PLEBISCITE AS OUR SLANDER FIT) 
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SAHARANS HAS BECOME MATERIALLY IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE OF ALL OF THE 
POPULATION MOVEMENTS AND CHANGES THAT HAVE OCCURED SINCE 1939 
UNQUOTE. 

3. OULD DADD AH ALSO NOTED IN INTERVIEW THAT WAR WAS FORCED 
UPON MAURITANIA BY OUTSIDERS. HE REGRETTED THAT ALGERIA IS 
ARMING AND FINANCING MOVEMENT THAT HAS TURNED INTO "BAND OF 
MERCENARIES". ALTHOUGH ADMITTING THAT WAR IS VERY COSTLY, 

OULD DADDAH INSISTED THAT MAURITANIA'S DEVELOPMENT PLANS ARE 
NOT IN DANGER SINCE GIRM HAS RECEIVED ENOUGH AID FROM MANY 
FRIENDLY ARAB COUNTRIES TO COMPENSATE FOR DEFENSE SPENDING. 

4. SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW IS PRINTED IN FBIS-MEA-76-32 OF 
FEBRUARY 17, 1976, WHICH JUST RECEIVED HERE.HANDYSIDE 
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